
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 22, 2006

AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 26, 2006

SENATE BILL  No. 1568

Introduced by Senator Dunn

February 23, 2006

An act to amend Section 6061 of, and to add Sections 6046.7,
6060.7, and 6061.5 to, the Business and Professions Code, and to add
Section 94364 to the Education Code, relating to law schools.

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 1568, as amended, Dunn. Law schools and law degree
programs.

Existing law provides for the regulation of the practice of law by the
State Bar of California, and authorizes the Committee of Bar
Examiners to fulfill certain functions. Under existing law, until July 1,
2007, the committee is responsible for the approval, regulation, and
oversight of accredited degree-granting law schools that exclusively
offer specified degrees in law, and are not otherwise exempt due to
national accreditation. This provision does not apply to unaccredited
law schools, which, until July 1, 2007, remain subject to the
jurisdiction of the Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational
Education. Existing law authorizes an unaccredited law school to refer
to itself as a university or part of a university and requires the bureau
and the Attorney General to take specified action with regard to this
provision. Existing law requires unaccredited law schools to meet
specific requirements, and exempts correspondence schools from
certain of those requirements.

This bill would also make the Committee on Bar Examiners
responsible on and after July 1, 2007, for the approval, regulation, and
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oversight of accredited degree-granting law schools that exclusively
offer specified degrees in law, and would, on and after January 1,
2008, additionally apply these provisions to unaccredited law schools.
The bill would require the committee to adopt rules, which would take
effect January 1, 2008, for the regulation and oversight of
unaccredited law schools and nonlaw school legal programs leading to
a J.D., LL.B., or other law study degree. The bill would require the
committee, commencing January 1, 2008, to assess and collect a fee
from the schools and programs in an amount sufficient to fund these
regulatory and oversight responsibilities and would, effective January
1, 2008, delete the duties imposed on the Bureau for Private
Postsecondary and Vocational Education and on the Attorney General
related to unaccredited law schools. The bill would also delete the
exception for correspondence schools from specified unaccredited law
school requirements.

This bill would incorporate alternative provisions to Section 6060.7
of the Business and Professions Code that would become operative
only if SB 1473 and this bill are both chaptered and become effective
on and after January 1, 2007.

Vote:   majority. Appropriation:   no. Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

SECTION 1. Section 6046.7 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

6046.7. (a)  (1)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Committee of Bar Examiners shall adopt rules that shall be
effective on and after January 1, 2008, for the regulation and
oversight of unaccredited law schools that are required to be
authorized to operate as a business in California and to have an
administrative office in California, including correspondence
schools, that are not accredited by the American Bar Association
or the Committee of Bar Examiners, with the goal of ensuring
consumer protection and a legal education at an affordable cost.

(2)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the committee
shall adopt rules that shall be effective on and after January 1,
2008, for the regulation and oversight of nonlaw school legal
programs leading to a juris doctor (J.D.) degree, bachelor of laws
(LL.B.) degree, or other law study degree.
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(b)  Commencing January 1, 2008, the committee shall assess
and collect a fee from unaccredited law schools and legal
programs in nonlaw schools in an amount sufficient to fund the
regulatory and oversight responsibilities imposed by this section.

(c)  Nothing  section. Nothing in this section subdivision
precludes the Board of Governors from using other funds or fees
collected by the State Bar or by the committee to supplement the
funding of the regulatory and oversight responsibilities imposed
by this section with other funds, if that supplemental funding is
deemed necessary and appropriate to mitigate some of the
additional costs of the regulation and oversight to facilitate the
provision of a legal education at an affordable cost.

SEC. 2. Section 6061 of the Business and Professions Code is
amended to read:

6061. Any law school that is not accredited by the examining
committee of the State Bar shall provide every student with a
disclosure statement, subsequent to the payment of any
application fee but prior to the payment of any registration fee,
containing all of the following information:

(a)  The school is not accredited. However, in addition, if the
school has been approved by other agencies, that fact may be so
stated.

(b)  Where the school has not been in operation for 10 years,
the assets and liabilities of the school. However, if the school has
had prior affiliation with another school that has been in
operation more than 10 years, has been under the control of
another school that has been in operation more than 10 years, or
has been a successor to a school in operation more than 10 years,
the requirements of this subdivision are not applicable.

(c)  The number and percentage of students who have taken
and who have passed the first-year law student’s examination and
the final bar examination in the previous five years, or since the
establishment of the school, whichever time is less, which shall
include only those students who have been certified by the school
to take the examinations.

(d)  The number of legal volumes in the library. This
subdivision does not apply to correspondence schools.

(e)  The educational background, qualifications and experience
of the faculty, and whether or not the faculty members and
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administrators (e.g., the dean) are members of the California
State Bar.

(f)  The ratio of faculty to students for the previous five years
or since the establishment of the school, whichever time is less.

(g)  Whether or not the school has applied for accreditation,
and if so, the date of application and whether or not that
application has been withdrawn, is currently pending, or has been
finally denied. The school need only disclose information
relating to applications made in the previous five years.

(h)  That the education provided by the school may not satisfy
requirements of other states for the practice of law. Applicants
should inquire regarding those requirements, if any, to the state
in which they may wish to practice.

The disclosure statement required by this section shall be
signed by each student, who shall receive as a receipt a copy of
his or her signed disclosure statement. If any school does not
comply with these requirements, it shall make a full refund of all
fees paid by students.

Subject to approval by the board, the examining committee
may adopt reasonable rules and regulations as are necessary for
the purpose of ensuring compliance with this section.

SEC. 3. Section 6061.5 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

6061.5. A law school that is not accredited by the examining
committee of the State Bar may refer to itself as a university or
part of a university and, if it so refers to itself, shall state whether
or not the law school is associated with an undergraduate school.

SEC. 4. Section 6060.7 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

6060.7. (a)  From July 1, 2007, to December 31, 2007, law
schools and law study degree programs shall be subject to the
following:

(1)  The examining committee shall be responsible for the
approval, regulation, and oversight of degree-granting law
schools that exclusively offer bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate
degrees in law, such as juris doctor. This paragraph does not
apply to unaccredited law schools, which remain subject to the
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Private Postsecondary Education or
its successor agency.
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(2)  If a law school offers educational services other than
bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate-degree programs in law, only
the law school’s degree programs in law shall be subject to the
approval, regulation, and oversight of the examining committee.

(b)  On and after January 1, 2008, law schools and law study
degree programs shall be subject to the following:

(1)  The examining committee shall be responsible for the
approval, regulation, and oversight of degree-granting law
schools that exclusively offer bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate
degrees in law, such as juris doctor.

(2)  If a law school offers educational services other than
bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate-degree programs in law, only
the law school’s degree programs in law shall be subject to the
approval, regulation, and oversight of the examining committee.

(3)  If a nonlaw school offers educational programs leading to
a juris doctor (J.D.) degree, bachelor of laws (LL.B.) degree, or
other law study degree, those programs shall be subject to the
regulation and oversight of the examining committee.

SEC. 5. Section 6060.7 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

6060.7. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
including Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 9000), law
schools and law study degree programs shall be subject to the
following:

(a)  The examining committee shall be responsible for the
approval, regulation, and oversight of degree-granting law
schools that (A) exclusively offer bachelor’s, master’s, or
doctorate degrees in law, such as juris doctor, and (B) are not
otherwise exempt under Section 9076.

(b)  If a law school not exempt under Section 9076 offers
educational services other than bachelor’s, master’s, or
doctorate-degree programs in law, the law school and its nonlaw
degree programs shall be subject to Chapter 16 (commencing
with Section 9000), and the law school’s degree programs in law
shall be subject to the approval, regulation, and oversight of the
examining committee.

(c)  If a nonlaw school that does not meet the criteria of Section
9076 offers educational programs leading to a juris doctor (J.D.)
degree, bachelor of laws (LL.B.) degree, or other law study
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degree, those programs shall be subject to the regulation and
oversight of the examining committee.

(d)  This section shall become operative on January 1, 2008.
SEC. 6. Section 94364 is added to the Education Code, to

read:
94364. This chapter shall remain in effect only until January

1, 2008, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted
statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2008, deletes or extends
that date.

SEC. 7. Section 5 of this bill shall become operative only if
both this bill and SB 1473 are enacted and become effective on
or before January 1, 2007, in which case Section 4 of this bill
shall not become operative.
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